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Purpose of our Session

• To understand and connect individual and family 
experience with service and system change

• Demonstrate how the HSJCC local and provincial can 
support and deliver results that matter

• Profile and promote new resources addressing legal 
issues and assessment

• Profile a new approach to supporting youth 

• To inspire your leadership in making change



Session Format

• Each panel member will present 8-10 minutes

• Questions and discussion with audience

• Final remarks from the panel

• Closing



Denise Jennings
10 years of lived experience as a 
parent within the youth mental 
health and justice systems.  Denise 
inspired our work as a community 
and HSJCC, and our resolve to take 
action to address the significant 
short-comings in supporting her 
family and son. 
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1995 - 2013







Our Son had Co-Morbid 
Illnesses

• Tourette’s Syndrome
• ADHD
• Learning Disabilities
• Cannabis Dependency
• Psychosis 

NOT

• An “issue” of mental health
• Socioeconomic problems 
• Lack of proper parenting  



Many Dead Ends on a Quest for 
Treatment  



Jail instead of 
treatment for 
mental illness  

Youth 
incarceration 

instead of 
rehabilitation





• Long wait lists for fragmented services

• Program models and staff training did not match the complexity of co-
morbid mental illnesses

• Engagement and consent for treatment processes precluded intervention

• Concurrent illness = an exclusion criterion 

• Lack of direct intervention for youth from mental health court workers

• The Probation Officer (vs. mental health clinicians) 
decided who received Intensive Supervision and 
Support and residential treatment

• Lack of family support

• Quality of forensic assessments

• Jail rather than treatment

• Little follow-up after secure custody

Roadblocks Experienced in a 
Quest for Treatment 



• Direct, evidence based interventions delivered by qualified staff 
soon after early signs of mental illness and conflict with the law 
became apparent 

• Engagement and consent processes 
that consider the decision making 
capacity of a 14 year old mentally ill 
youth and the gravity and consequences 
of not providing treatment 

• Family advocacy and support 

• Multidisciplinary forensic assessment and treatment in a mental 
health facility

What Would Have Helped...



Aaron Stauch
Manager of Community Mental 
Health Services at Lutherwood, 
where he oversees a number of 
children and adult mental health 
programs. Previously, Aaron  
managed community youth justice 
programs.  For today’s session, 
Aaron led a key organizational 
response  that facilitated our 
capacity as a HSJCC to respond 
effectively.



Service Provider Response

The Role of the HSJCC



Tragedy



System Breakdown



Family Tries to be 
Heard



The HSJCC



Organizational Vulnerability



Capturing Context & 
Experience



Issue #1: Consent

Issue #2: Relationships

Issue #3: Advocacy

Issue #4: Commitment to Integrated Service Flow 

Issue #5: Design Thinking & Empathetic Approaches

Key Issues



Local & Provincial Change



Chris Higgins 
Team Lead with the Forensic 
Mental Health Section, Provincial 
Programs Branch of the MOHLTC.  
Chris has extensive knowledge and 
expertise in mental health and 
forensic systems.  Chris will provide 
additional insight to impact of 
HSJCC work,  and new 
developments in resources.



Brock Jones
Crown Counsel at the office of 
Crown Law Criminal, recently 
authored Youth Court Assessment 
Resource Guide, that includes best 
practice guidelines for Section 34 
Assessments- Medical and 
Psychological Reports, and Youth 
Forensic Assessment Orders.



YCJA Section 34
Medical and Psychological Assessments

• Mental health concerns are extremely 
relevant

• Diagnosis may diminish moral 
culpability  

• Help come to an appropriate 
disposition

• Guidebook to YCJA section 34 reports



Section 34 Assessments

• Unique to YCJA (no Cr. Code equivalent)

• On consent, or, if YJC believes a “medical, 
psychological, or psychiatric report … is necessary 
[for sentencing]…”

• Court has RG to believe YP may be suffering from a 
physical or mental illness or disorder, psychological 
disorder, emotional disturbance, learning disability or 
a mental disability



Accessing Section 34 Reports
• Access to a s. 34 report is more restricted than other 

records  (see YCJA s. 119(6))
• YCJA s. 34(7)
• Court shall grant access to:

– YP (and counsel)
– Parent (in attendance)
– Prosecutor 

• Court MAY grant access to:
– Parent NOT in attendance
– Provincial director
– Or via YCJA s. 119(1)(s)(ii) – a person with a valid interest 

where it is desirable in the interest of the proper admin of 
justice



R v Manitowabi 2014 ONCA

• Dakota Manitowabi was 16 years of age at the time of 
his offence. He attended a party where he was not 
invited and was asked to leave by the homeowner. He 
did leave, but returned with a large knife. When 
confronted about his presence again, he stabbed the 
homeowner once in his torso. The victim died 
approximately 15 minutes later.

• At trial, Manitowabi did not dispute he committed the 
stabbing but argued he lacked the intent to kill and 
should not be found guilty of murder.

• He was convicted and received an adult sentence.



R v Manitowabi: FASD

• FASD “impacts on executive functioning”, which in 
turn refers to “specific cognitive skills”, including 
the ability to grasp “cause and effect.”

• FASD and its effect on executive functioning could 
be relevant to both a young person’s guilt at trial 
and his moral culpability 

• However, it also noted that the “impact of FASD 
on executive functioning will vary from individual 
to individual and will vary for the same person 
from situation to situation” – need causal link to 
offending behaviour



Guidebook to YCJA
Section 34 Reports

• Produced by a working group consisting of MAG, 
MCYS, MOHLTC and input from outside organizations

• Explains YCJA section 34 reports: purpose, procedure, 
distribution and access rules

• Suggests best practices

• How they can help young persons in the youth 
criminal justice system – ensure best results possible 
for their long-term rehabilitation

• www.hsjcc.on.ca



Hélène Philbin Wilkinson 
Director of Dual Diagnosis and 
Mental Health & the Law Services 
at the North Bay Regional Health 
Centre (NBHRC) where she 
provides leadership and support to 
the collaborative networks of 
mental health courts and justice 
service workers in the Northeast 
Region. 



Discussion and Questions

• Questions and discussion with audience
• Final remarks from the panel



Closing Remarks 

• Understanding the experience from the individual 
and family perspective can lead informed 
transformation

• The local HSJCC has an important function to inspire 
and lead change efforts in local communities

• The change you can lead is part of the solution

Thank you


