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The Friendship Centre Movement

Locations
Red Lake Indian Friendship Centre
Ne-Chee Friendship Centre (Kenora)
Dryden Native Friendship Centre
Nishnawbe-Gamik Friendship Centre (Sioux Lookout)
United Native Friendship Centre (Fort Frances)
Atikokan Native Friendship Centre
Thunder Bay Indigenous Friendship Centre
Thunderbird Friendship Centre (Geraldton)
Kapuskasing Indian Friendship Centre

. Ininew Friendship Centre (Cochrane)
Timmins Native Friendship Centre

. Indigenous Friendship Centre (Sault Ste. Marie)

. N'Swakamok Native Friendship Centre (Sudbury)

. North Bay Indigenous Friendship Centre

. Odawa Native Friendship Centre (Ottawa)

. Parry Sound Friendship Centre

. Georgian Bay Native Friendship Centre (Midland)

. M'Wikwedong Native Cultural Resource Centre (Owen Sound)
Barrie Native Friendship Centre

. Nogojiwanong Friendship Centre (Peterborough)

. Toronto Council Fire Native Cultural Centre

. The Indigenous Network (Peel)

. Hamilton Regional Indian Centre

. Niagara Regional Native Centre (Niagara-on-the-Lake)

. Fort Erie Native Friendship Centre

. N'’Amerind Friendship Centre (London)

. Sarnia-Lambton Native Friendship Centre

. Can-Am Indian Friendship Centre of Windsor

. Brantford Regional Indigenous Support Centre

. Enji-maawindijiyaang (Elliot Lake)

. Kingston Native Centre and Language Nest
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Friendship Centre Programming

Housing & Children & Restorative
Employment Youth Justice

Community Education &
Wellness Tralning




The Friendship Centre Approach
to Justice Programming

. Justice as health and wellness — for the individual and the
community.

- Cultural safety and belonging at every step.

« Rooted in culture, community, and relationships.

« Clients as whole people, not 'offenders!




88% of Indigenous people in Ontario reside in urban and rural areas.

Ontario’s Indigenous youth population grew by 63.7% compared to 11.5%
for non-Indigenous youth.*

Indigenous youth accounted for 40% of youth admissions to
provincial/territorial correctional services — with female Indigenous youth
representing 55% of female youth custody admissions.*

Urban Indigenous Youth




Youth Justice - Indigenous
Realities

Early justice contact

Cross-over youth —'child welfare to prison pipeline'

Persistent over-representation




Youth Criminal
Justice Act

- Diminished culpability

- Multidisciplinary approach

- Prevention focus

- Address root-causes

- Rehabilitation & reintegration
- Responsive to youth needs

- Custody as a last resort




Community-based response
mechanisms in the YCJA

Extrajudicial Measures Extrajudicial Sanctions

* Warning « Community service

 Caution . » Mediation
« Referral to community « Workshop

—based program




Indigenous Legal Principles &
YCIJA Alignment

Restorative Community  Accountability = Relationships




Naawageeshiigoong | “the centre
of the universe”

Youth will better Youth will learn about Adults will learn that
understand themselves their gifts and to use they must be patient,
—their own self, their them in their life going show love, and nurture
name, their clan, their forward. the youth.

teachings, and their

history.




Program Need &
Purpose

Programming must account for the lived
experiences of Indigenous youth.

Programming must address the generational
impact of over-representation.

Need for culture-based, community-designed
interventions.

Focused on the wholistic well-being of
Indigenous youth involved, or at-risk of
involvement, with the youth criminal justice
system.




Pre-and-post charge Youth are typically Support youthin
diversion program between the ages of custody and in the
12 —17 community

Program Model: wholistic wellnhess
supports & cultural knowledge




The Four R’s

Norval Morrisseau

Relationality/relations
hip (bottom left)

Respect (top left)
Reciprocity (top right)

. Responsibility
(bottom right)




Program Activities

Cultural activities: beading, pow
wows, ribbon skirt/shirt making.

Land-and-water based learning:
moose call teaching, fishing.

Healing circles.
Sharing circles.
One-on-one supports.
Peer-based activities.




Communication barriers (e.g., NO
phone, no email).

Preferred modes of communication.
Program Family responsibilities.
Challenges Transportation.

Competing life stressors.




Collaboration with the OPP has allowed
NIYWP to fill some of the need for
necessities, such as food, water, and

clothing, to help reduce small thefts in the
community.

The OPP have reported a reduction in calls
for theft due to this initiative.

Partnerships with local schools allow:

Students to receive credits for
participation in Friendship Centre
programming, and

Friendship Centre staff to meet with
students at the school.

Program

Successes







