Introduction to Friendship
Centres in Ontario
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Agenda

1. Friendship Centre Overview
2. Justice Programming

3. Working with Friendship
Centres
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The OFIFC

Founded in 1971, the Ontario
Federation of Indigenous
Friendship Centres (OFIFC) works to
support, advocate for, and build the
capacity of member Friendship

Centres across Ontario.
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Map of Friendship Centres

Locations
Red Lake Indian Friendship Centre
Ne-Chee Friendship Centre (Kenora)
Dryden Native Friendship Centre
Nishnawbe-Gamik Friendship Centre (Sioux Lookout)
United Native Friendship Centre (Fort Frances)
Atikokan Native Friendship Centre
Thunder Bay Indigenous Friendship Centre
Thunderbird Friendship Centre (Geraldton)
Kapuskasing Indian Friendship Centre
10. Ininew Friendship Centre (Cochrane)
1. Timmins Native Friendship Centre
12. Indigenous Friendship Centre (Sault Ste. Marie)
13. N'Swakamok Native Friendship Centre (Sudbury)
14. North Bay Indigenous Friendship Centre
15. Odawa Native Friendship Centre (Ottawa)
16. Parry Sound Friendship Centre
17. Georgian Bay Native Friendship Centre (Midland)
18. M'Wikwedong Native Cultural Resource Centre (Owen Sound)
19. Barrie Native Friendship Centre
20. Nogojiwanong Friendship Centre (Peterborough)
21. Toronto Council Fire Native Cultural Centre
22. The Indigenous Network (Peel)
23. Hamilton Regional Indian Centre
24. Niagara Regional Native Centre (Niagara-on-the-Lake)
25. Fort Erie Native Friendship Centre
26. N'Amerind Friendship Centre (London)
27. Sarnia-Lambton Native Friendship Centre
28. Can-Am Indian Friendship Centre of Windsor
29. Brantford Regional Indigenous Support Centre
30. Enji-maawindijiyaang (Elliot Lake)
. Kingston Native Centre and Language Nest
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Friendship
Centre
Overview




A

NOT FOR PROFIT

Not-for-profit
and charity
corporations.

CULTURE

Providing culturally

appropriate services in
urban communities.

Friendship Centres are...

URBAN

Mandated to
serve the
needs of urban

Indigenous people.

ANY STATUS

Serving all urban
Indigenous people
(First Nation, Métis,
Inuit) regardless
of status.




Sectors Supported within Friendship Centres
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Housing and Restorative Children/ Community Education
Employment Justice Youth Wellness and Training



Urban Indigenous Communities

8%

88% of Indigenous people Iin

Ontario reside In urban and

rural areas.

12.5%

Indigenous people are the fastest

growing population in Canada

From 2016-2021, the Indigenous
population living in large urban

centres rose 12.5%.



Urban Indigenous Communities

3%

3% of Ontario’'s Adult

population are Indigenous

Chen et al, Over-Representation of Indigenous Persons in Adult Provincial Custody,

2019/2020 and 2020/2021, (July 2023), Statistics Canada,
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2023001/article/00004-eng.htm

42.6%

Indigenous adults represented

42.6% of adults in provincial

custody



Justice
Programming
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Wholistic Approach to Justice
Involvement

"We cannot look at justice without looking at food security,

we cannot look at justice without looking at housing,

we cannot look at justice without looking at education...

they are not singular issues."
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Calls to Action

#3530

eliminating the
overrepresentation of
Aboriginal peoplein
custody

#31

community-based
alternatives to custody

#38

eliminating the
overrepresentation of
Aboriginal youth in custody



Justice Continuum Map

Adult Criminal Justice System

Police Interaction Remand / In-custody Reintegration
Court Process Probation / Parole
Police Interaction Support Court System Navigation Support Justice System Navigation Justice System Navigation System Navigation
Mental Health And/Or Diversion Peer/Group Counselling Peer/Group Counselling Family Reunification Support
Crisis De-Escalation
Gladue Advocacy Reintegration Probation Order Supports Community Reintegration
Victim Navigation
Court Liasing Legal Aid Support Reintegration And Employment And Training
Intimate Partner Violence Referrals Stabilisation Support
Legal Aid Support Peer/Group Counselling

Victim Service Referrals

Intimate Partner Violence Referrals




Indigenous-Specific
Intimate Partner Violence

Desighated Programs

Kizhaay Anishinaabe Indigenous Community

Niin Justice Program

« Engaging men & * |Indigenous administration of
boys to end violence justice

« Traditional roles & « Address root causes
responsibilities from a cultural lens

« Resiliency « Community-led healing

 Wellbeing & community using Indigenous legal

Wellness principles



. Self-determination

|ndigen°US . Creating awareness
Courtwork Program . Advocacy & networking

. Access & referrals
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Naawageeshiigoon: - VWholisticwellbeing

Indigenous Youth + Accesstoculture
- Group and one-one-one supports
Well P P pp
ellness Program . Mentorshio
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- Peer mentorship

. Housing, employment, medical
supports

. Access to culture
- Family relationships

Indigenous Peer
Support Program
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Relationship
Building with
Friendship Centres

e Visit!

« Participate in local events

« Lunch n Learns
 Formalize referral pathways
« Contact us!



Miigwetch!

WWW.OFIFC.CA
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