Restorative Justice Housing Ontario
Who It Is —\Who We Are

Safe, supportive, and sustainable housing



RJHO was founded by people that have
experience with the criminal justice system and
with a mission to provide safe, supportive, and
sustainable housing to the formerly
incarcerated who are committed to reform and
require the assistance of stable housing to
reintegrate back into society in a positive®
manner




Homeless Data Among the Formerly Incarcerated

1 in 5 inmates released from Prison in Ontario is Steady Increase in Homelessness Among Released
homeless according to data from the Ontario Inmates (2016 -2022)
Ministry of the Solicitor General in 2021/22*

- Homelessness rates among formerly

incarcerated nearly doubled risin g from 8.8% in :::;:IT:E: of inmates who are released into homelessness in Ontario
2016/17 to 17.3% in 2021/22 20

 Rising Rental Costs : The average rental price for a
one-bedroom unit in Toronto is $2,287 (Zumper.ca,
January 2025)and Toronto’s one -bedroom Vacancy
Rate is consistently under 2% (CMHC, 2024)

- Barriers to Housing Access: A Criminal record is
not a protected ground under the  Onfario
Humans Rights Code . As a result, Landlords can
legally deny*housing to applicants with criminal

records unless the refusal mtersects with an actual 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22
prOtGCted ground such as race (“HaVe you been YAMG SUN / THE GLOBE AND MAIL, SOURCE: ONTARIO MINISTRY OF THE SOLICITOR GENERAL

convicted of a criminal offence for which you have

not received a Pardon/Record Suspension”) ———

RJHO
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For the Formerly Incarcerated, the Need for Housing is Critical...

+ 30% of those released from Federal Prison  (sentences of at
least 2 years plus a day) face homelessness within the first two THE GLOBE AND MAIL*
years of their release (Public Safety Canada). Often worse for
those out of Provincial jails which lack “halfway house” stop - Nearly 20% of inmates homeless upon
gap opportunity release from Ontario jails, data show

Inmates are routinely released without even a plan to find a home, exacerbating
underlying mental-health issues and leaving them more likely to reoffend

 Financial Barriers to Housing: Inmates released from prison
often have little savings to cover first/last month’s rent and
applying for social assistance can sometimes take weeks to
complete and process (RJHO will welcome in residents prior to
receipt of any rent AND have sometimes waited over two
months to get paid — Private Landlords rarely so flexible

 Limited Government Support: OW housing allowance s
$390 per month and ODSP’s maximum housing allowance is
only $582 per month. RUHO donors bridge the gap by
covering the difference in rent we pay our Landlords

Safe, supportive, and sustainable housing



Restorative Justice is not just in our name... it's core to what we do

- Crime impacts communities , creating harm and
diminishing a sense of well-being

« RJHO focuses on healing, addressing the harm caused by
crime while meeting the needs ofthose involved

* Prison alone cannot restore wholeness to individuals or
communities

« RJHO believes in second chances ... BUT balanced with
personal accountability and effort™

- Residents of RJHO give back to their communities in
many different forms — from simple acts like shovelling a
driveway or taking out an elderly neighbour’s garbage to
more formal actions such as volunteering at community
events and at Food Banks (as you will hear from Colin later
on) which 1s an activity that we have had numerous
residents *participate in since we started.
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RJHO Model has a track record of growth and successful reintegration

« Affordable Housing Solution : RJHO provides below -market rent ,
housing for individuals recently released from prison, including RJHO Men’s Houses
subsidizing* first/last month’s rent and ongoing monthly payments

 Integrated Living Model : Residents live in shared housing (up to 5 A A A A
per house) fostering a supportive community. A revised model is ﬁ ﬂ

being considered for the women’s residence”

- Commitment to Accountability:  All residents, whether on parole or
warrant-expired must commit to living crime -free and demonstrating

mutual respect* within the community RJHO Women’s House*
* Drug and Alcohol -free: RUIHO homes are strictly “dry houses”
promoting a safe and healthy living space A

- Comprehensive Support Services : RJHO supports our residents
integrating into the community by assisting them with:

« Trades and Apprenticeship Training (“BuildingUP”)
- ODSP/OAS Registration 2025 5th Men’s House

* Income Tax Filing

* Obtaining Personal ID (many arrived with only prison ID card
. BankinggServices fmany ’P ) ﬂ RJHO

* Volunteer and Job Placement
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RJHO’s Occupancy Agreements are tied to their income or housing allowance

* Flexible Rent Structure : Rent is based on individual circumstances, tied
to housing allowances or income but ALWAYS below market -rate.
Though it is important that rent is paid as it helps residents understand the
concept of monthly rental obligations

« RJHO covers the difference between what we collect from our residents
and must pay to our own Landlords under our Head Lease

» Resident -Friendly policies: “Last month” sometimes waved to reduce
upfront financial barrier. No damage deposit or utility* payments req’d

« Support for Transition : RJHO can sponsor First/Last Month for residents
transitioning to new homes as well as Lease Guarantees for those with
bad credit to ensure housing access*

Monthly Rental Scale Monthly Rental Scale
OW / ODSP Model Income / Wage Model
$390 - $582 15% - 30% Net Income
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RJHO is a Cost -Effective, Donor -Financed Transitional Housing Model

* Promoting Independent Living : RJHO supports and
promotes independent living for our residents, while
addressing reality that many (all*) experience some degree of
mental health , substance abuse , and health issues
(especially among older residents) “I am so grateful to RJHO. | owe them a

lot as they gave me a lot.”

- Comprehensive Support Services : RJHO connects
residents with critical services:

« Detox and substance use treatment “| am always reminded of where | have

 Intimate partner violence counselling been. | want to succeed. Without them
« Mental health counselling (GersteinCrisis relationship) | don’t know where | would be.”

* Primary Health Care (InnerCity Health connection)

« Complex Health Care (e.g. cancer treatment)

« Successful Transitions: Broad definition, but one where our You changed my life man

residents transition successfully back into the community,
reconnect with family members, obtain employment, learn a
trade, and develop new career paths as they leave their
lives of crime behind*

* To that end, let me introduce one of our current residents, a
person | am proud of ... Colin
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RJHO Resident Success Story:
Colin
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. began on this Range in Kingston Penitentiary
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... With a promise
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